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RESOLUTION  
 

Subject:  Cost of Prescription Medications  
 
Submitted by: Greater Louisville Medical Society 
 
Referred to: Reference Committee  
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

 WHEREAS, a recent publication (March 2016) from the Department of Health and 

Family Services [1] notes that the rising cost of prescription medicines is putting pressure on 

public and family budgets and a representative poll found that the affordability of prescription 

drugs tops the public’s list of priorities for the President and Congress; and 

 WHEREAS, medications confer enormous clinical benefit to patients, but the cost 

associated with some of these therapies place a financial strain on patients who face high out-

of-pocket costs even if they are insured [2], making some patients choose to not take their 

prescribed therapy; and 

 WHEREAS, from 2008 through 2014, average prices for the most widely used brand-

name drugs jumped 128% [3] and It is expected that overall prescription drug spending will 

increase at a rate greater than 7% annually (greater than the rate of inflation) [4] and this 

phenomenon is even more marked for some specialty medications such as cancer drugs [5], 

medications for Hepatitis C, and Multiple Sclerosis [6] where some rare disorders treatments 

can exceed $100,000 per year; and 

 WHEREAS, the pharmaceutical industry is one of the most profitable sectors with 

profit margins exceeding 15% [7], however because of multiple reasons this industry has so far 

been able to avoid outside pressure directed at cost-control, and has no societal imperative to 

do so [8]; now, therefore, be it 

 RESOLVED, that the Kentucky Medical Association seek opportunities to advocate 

for more affordable prescription medications; and be it further 

 RESOLVED, that the Kentucky Medical Association, in cooperation with other key 

stakeholders (e.g. the Kentucky Pharmacists Association, the Kentucky Nurses Association, 

and the Kentucky Hospital Association), urge the Pharmaceutical Research and Manufacturers 

of AmericaⓇ and its member companies to reign in the cost of medications; and be it further 

RESOLVED, that the Kentucky Medical Association educate state legislators and the 

state’s congressional delegation on the severity and importance of rising prescription drug costs 
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so that lawmakers can more effectively address the problem on behalf of Kentucky citizens; and 

be it further. 

RESOLVED, that the Kentucky Medical Association urge state policymakers to 

evaluate drug pricing and value to assess possible benefits for patients and physicians. 


