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Subject:  Substance Use Disorder Treatment in Correctional Facilities  
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Referred to: Reference Committee  
 
 
 WHEREAS substance use disorders (SUD) represent a chronic medical condition associated 

with significant morbidity and mortality, as well as substantial public health, economic, and social 

impacts; and 

 WHEREAS, although SUDs and criminal behavior are frequently linked, offenders are often 

not provided adequate treatment for their SUDs, leading to significant medical and psychiatric morbidity, 

increased risk of non-fatal and fatal overdose, and chronic enmeshment in a costly cycle of criminal 

justice system engagement1; and 

 WHEREAS, SUD treatment for criminal justice-involved individuals is efficacious, promotes 

recovery, decreases risk of transmission of communicable infectious diseases, and fosters productive 

reintegration back into society after release2; and 

 WHEREAS, in 2016, the Rhode Island Department of Corrections initiated medication-

assisted treatment (MAT) for justice-involved individuals with opioid use disorder (OUD), ultimately 

leading to a 60.5% decrease in mortality in this population3; and 

 WHEREAS, the American Academy of Addiction Psychiatry (AAAP) asserts that diversion to 

SUD treatment programs is preferable to incarceration for non-violent offenders, as it improves 

outcomes and is less costly to society than incarceration4; and 

  WHEREAS, the AAAP, American Correctional Association, and the American Society of 

Addiction Medicine assert that inmates of jails and prisons who are mandated to confinement should be 

screened for SUDs and co-morbid psychiatric conditions, receive the full range evidence-based 

multimodal treatment for SUDs (including MAT for OUD), and supplied with provisions for easily 

accessible treatment after release 4,5; now, therefore, be it 

 RESOLVED, that the Kentucky Medical Association advocate that Kentucky correctional 

facilities provide all inmates screening for substance use disorders and co-morbid psychiatric conditions 

to identify inmates who would be candidates for treatment; and be it further 

 RESOLVED, that the Kentucky Medical Association advocate that Kentucky correctional 

facilities provide inmates evidence-based treatment for substance use disorders and co-morbid 

psychiatric conditions, including evidence-based pharmacotherapy for opioid use disorder; and be it 

further 

 RESOLVED, that the KMA support and include all three FDA approved pharmacotherapies. 
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