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 WHEREAS, criminal records generally include all criminal convictions and charges, even if 

they were later dismissed or acquitted1,2; and 

 WHEREAS, having a criminal record can restrict access to employment, stable housing, 

nutrition, and education2,3; and 

 WHEREAS, poverty, homelessness, and lower education are all associated with decreased 

health4,5,6,7,8,9; and 

 WHEREAS, the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights found that the collateral consequences of a 

criminal record exacerbate punishment beyond the original conviction, and are in many cases unrelated 

to the original crime and public safety3; and 

 WHEREAS, expungement is the legal process to completely remove a charge or conviction 

from a criminal record10; and 

 WHEREAS, in 2020 Kentucky passed a law granting automatic expungement of cases 30 

days after they were acquitted or dismissed11,12; and 

 WHEREAS, if someone is convicted of a crime, expunging their record requires petitioning 

the court a minimum of 5 years after completing their sentence or parole, except in cases of an abuse of 

public office, a sex offense, or offense committed against a child, which cannot be expunged11,12; and 

 WHEREAS, there are still major barriers to expungement of criminal records, such as cost, 

time, access to the legal system, and the knowledge needed to navigate it8; and 

 WHEREAS, automatic expungement would eliminate the need for an individual to petition a 

court for expungement, eliminate costs associated with it, and improve the ability for the person to 

reintegrate into society; and 

 WHEREAS, there are currently 12 states with automatic expungement of certain 

convictions13; and 

 WHEREAS, KMA policy supports efforts to mitigate criminal legal barriers which are 

preventing Kentuckians who are struggling with substance use disorder from acquiring gainful 

employment (Res 2019-21); now, therefore, be it 
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 RESOLVED, that KMA recognizes criminal records as a negative determinant of health; and 

be it further 

 RESOLVED, that KMA support automatic expungement of criminal records after cases have 

been dismissed, acquitted, or after a sentence or parole is completed, except in cases of sex crimes or 

crimes against children. 
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