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 WHEREAS, nearly 110,000 people are on the national organ transplant waiting list and 17 

people die each day waiting for a transplant1; and 

 WHEREAS, 83% of those are waiting for kidney transplants and 11% are waiting for liver 

transplants1; and 

 WHEREAS, living organ donation is where organs are taken from a live donor and most 

commonly occurs with whole kidney, liver lobe, and partial lung transplants2; and 

 WHEREAS, of the 18,315 organ donors in 2020, roughly 3 in 10 were living donors1; and 

 WHEREAS, living organ donors are estimated to take on over thousands of dollars in direct 

and indirect non-medical costs from organ donation due to transportation, food, lodging, and lost 

wages3,4,5; and 

 WHEREAS, the National Living Donor Assistance Center (NLDAC) is funded by the federal 

government through grants to help low-income donors with travel expenses, however there are many 

other unreimbursed costs, such as lost wages, and payouts are capped at $60006; and 

 WHEREAS, states mainly use two methods to decrease the financial costs of living organ 

donation, paid leave and tax credits or deductions for unreimbursed expenses7; and 

 WHEREAS, there are 37 states with laws supporting paid leave and 22 states with laws 

supporting tax incentives, Kentucky currently has neither7; and 

 WHEREAS, the American Society of Transplant Surgeons and American Society of 

Transplantation support removing financial barriers to living organ donation8,9 ; and 

 WHEREAS, the AMA supports removing financial barriers to living organ donations (H-

370.965); and 

 WHEREAS, the KMA supports protecting organ donors from denial of insurance coverage or 

escalation of premiums (Res 2018-28); now, therefore, be it 

 RESOLVED, that the KMA supports removing financial barriers to organ donation and 

making organ donation financial neutral through methods including, but not limited to, paid leave and tax 

credits. 
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