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RESOLUTION  
 

Subject:  Support for Issuing Nickel Allergen Advisory and Limiting the Quantity of Nickel in 
Products with Prolonged Skin Contact  

  
Submitted by: Abigail Durbin, Cody Estep, Jarod Griffin (University of Kentucky College of Medicine, 

Lexington) 
 
Referred to: Reference Committee  
 
 
 WHEREAS, nickel allergy is estimated to affect about 10% of the population in the United 

States and is the leading allergen in both children and adults1; and 

 WHEREAS, nickel is present in a myriad of commonly used items that often impose 

prolonged skin contact, including but not limited to jewelry, zippers, household pots and pans, metal 

tools, cell phones, eyeglass frames, coins, and many food products2; and 

 WHEREAS, nickel allergy is non life-threatening in the majority of cases, it can cause a 

delayed inflammatory response that can exacerbate asthma symptoms, and cause an extremely 

uncomfortable rash that can be persistent and debilitating and potentially lead to infection6; and 

 WHEREAS, the American Contact Dermatitis Society has demonstrated that contact 

dermatitis disproportionately affects women and people of lower socioeconomic status, and Kentucky is 

the fourth most impoverished state in the nation3; and 

 WHEREAS, production workers have a high rate of contact dermatitis related to their 

occupation with one of the most common allergens being nickel4; and 

 WHEREAS, a substantial amount of the workforce in Kentucky is in production with estimates 

of 79,000 people working in construction, 243,000 people working in manufacturing, and 405,000 people 

working in transportation and utilities5; and 

 WHEREAS, Orthopaedics Today declared nickel allergy a crisis in 2019 because it has been 

demonstrated that after total knee replacement, incidence of nickel hypersensitivity increases to 20%,1 

and the need for total joint replacement is anticipated to quadruple by 20408; and  

 WHEREAS, there is no cure for a nickel allergy; the best way to prevent the allergic reaction 

is to avoid exposure7; and 

 WHEREAS, the European Union issued a directive in 2001 that both limited the use of nickel 

in products and increased education about the prevalence of nickel allergy and has since seen a 

reduction in nickel allergy incidence9; now, therefore, be it 

 RESOLVED, the KMA supports setting limitations on nickel in products with prolonged skin 

contact and encourages promoting education and awareness about nickel-containing products and the 

subsequent delayed hypersensitivity reaction that remains lifelong after initial sensitization. 
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