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Testing Priorities

Collect nasopharyngeal sample only:
-private room with door closed

-face shield/goggles
-gloves
-gown

-N95 (if not available, use a droplet mask with a face 
shield)

For patients not tested at KDPH (i.e. discharged 
home).
-No KDPH COVID-19 testing number needed.
-Turn around time varies by each laboratory.
-A completed PUI form must be faxed to KDPH for 
COVID-19 positive cases to 502-696-3803. Find the form 
on the KYCOVID19.KY.GOV website under the 
healthcare provider tab.
-Send patient home on self-isolation if they do not 
require hospitalization until test results received.
-Use local health department guidance found on 
KYCOVID19.KY.GOV for self-isolation instructions.

Call KDPH provider call center (888) 404-
1539 to request an approval number.
-Information will be collected by the call center to 
assess if state lab can test.
-complete PUI form and fax to KDPH at 502-696-
3803
-Patients will be assessed on:

Patients with critical course.

-negative flu
-negative strep
-negative viral panel – if available
-imaging – chest x-ray (CT if diagnostic uncertainty 
on chest x-ray).

Patients with unique public health 
significance.
-healthcare workers
-nursing homes and long term care facilities
-first responders (EMS, police, fire fighters)
-homeless shelters
-prisoners
-other patients as determined by KDPH

Patients exposure status

Samples received at the KDPH laboratory in 
Frankfort by 11:00 a.m. can be processed within the 
next 24 hours.
There is no charge to the facility or patients.

KYCOVID19.KY.GOV

YES (TO ANY)

YES

DO NOT test asymptomatic patients.
This can result in a false negative result.

 


