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WHEREAS, 221-512% of patients forgo medical care secondary to cost; and
WHEREAS, absence of care adversely affects healthcare outcomes; and
WHEREAS, the privatization of the U.S. CDS results in deleterious consequences with
regards to cost and access to care. A recent study showed that out-of-pocket delivery costs were higher
for privately insured patients than those with Medicaid or even the uninsured, and costs including
insurance premiums exceeded 10% of income for 21% of all birth parents3. In a study of gynecologic
oncology patients, by a wide margin the largest cohort in each category of financial hardship (severe,
moderate, no/mild) were those with private insurance (46, 41 and 54%, respectively)4; and
WHEREAS, these problems do not exist in countries which provide universal coverage to
their inhabitants; and
WHEREAS, a progressive tax-based system of health insurance financing is more equitable
than the current system, would be easier to navigate for patients, and less cumbersome for providers,
would ensure that everyone has healthcare coverage, and would improve outcomes; now, therefore, be
it
RESOLVED, that KMA support a tax-based system of healthcare financing in the U.S.,
which would be available to all Americans; and be it further
RESOLVED, that this must not preclude the availability of private payment or private
insurance purchase for non-covered services, or for those who can afford and wish to purchase them.
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