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RESOLUTION
Subject:

Increase in Maternal Death Due to Abortion Ban

Submitted by:

Greater Louisville Medical Society

Referred to:

Reference Committee

WHEREAS, maternal death is a public health crisis in the United States with a 134%
increase in maternal death from 1987-2018 and an increase of 7.2 to 17.3 maternal deaths/100,000 live
births1. Conversely, maternal death has globally decreased 38% from 2000 to 20172; and
WHEREAS, the United States has the highest maternal death rate in the world of any
developed country, making it the most unsafe place in the developed world for a woman to give birth3;
and
WHEREAS, in Kentucky, 79% of maternal deaths were found to be preventable. Heart
disease and stroke are the leading 2 non-accidental causes, at a combined rate of 34%4. Mental health
illness is one of the top 7 underlying causes of pregnancy-related deaths at a rate of 7%5. Over 50% of
accidental maternal death was related to substance use6; and
WHEREAS, black women are more than twice as likely to die from a pregnancy-related
cause as white women; and
WHEREAS, pregnancy is inherently dangerous as maternal death from abortion is
0.7/100,0007, while maternal death related to pregnancy is 18/100,0008 or 25-fold higher; and
WHEREAS, an abortion ban is estimated to lead to a 7% increase in maternal death in year
one and 21% in subsequent years of the ban8; and
WHEREAS, non-Hispanic Black women are projected to have the greatest increase in
maternal death with a 12% increase in year one of the ban and 33% in subsequent years. Hispanic
women have the next greatest increase with 6% and 18%, respectively. This data does not include how
the rate of unsafe abortions will increase maternal death9; and
WHEREAS, physicians have an obligation to protect and save lives (mentally and physically)
and respect all people’s privacy. Preventing the right to abortion defies this oath by increasing maternal
mortality and dehumanizing women; now, therefore, be it
RESOLVED, that KMA recognize that maternal death and mental health illness are public
health issues; and be it further
RESOLVED, that KMA recognize that an abortion ban will increase maternal deaths; and be
it further
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RESOLVED, that KMA advocate for improved prenatal and post-partum care and resources
for women in Kentucky, including access to contraception and abortion.
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