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RESOLUTION
Subject: Opioid Overdose Prevention Centers
Submitted by: Alex Thebert, MD - Resident and Fellows Section

Referred to: Reference Committee

WHEREAS, since 2013, opioid and psychostimulant drug overdose rates throughout the
country have been increasing, recently the US crossed 100,000 drug overdose deaths in 12 months™?;
and

WHEREAS, these increases are largely driven by the increased use of potent synthetic
opioids, such as fentanyl and fentanyl analogs?5; and

WHEREAS, the co-use of synthetic opioids with other opioids or psychostimulants could be
deliberate or inadvertent, unbeknownst to the user?; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky has one of the highest death rates from opioid overdoses in the nation
and since 2019 the rate of overdose deaths in Kentucky has increased over 70% from 1,316 to 2,250%
and

WHEREAS, in Kentucky, fentanyl was detected in over 70% of all overdose deaths*; and

WHEREAS, harm reduction programs are public health approaches to reduce the risks of
high-risk sexual and drug-use behaviors; and

WHEREAS, Syringe Services Programs (SSPs) are harm reduction programs that exchange
used needles for clean needles in order to prevent the spread of infectious disease and connect drug
users to rehabilitation programs®’; and

WHEREAS, SSPs do not encourage drug use or increase frequency among current users,
they do not increase community crime in the area surrounding the program, they reduce the spread of
HIV and viral hepatitis, they decrease amount of syringes in public areas, and they make program
participants more likely to enter drug treatment programs®7; and

WHEREAS, SSPs provide clean materials to reduce harm from injecting drugs, however they
do not help with the rapidly increasing overdose deaths; and

WHEREAS, overdose prevention centers (formerly known as safe injection sites or
supervised injection sites) are harm reduction programs where people who use drugs do so in controlled
settings under clinical supervision in order to prevent overdose, receive counseling, and receive referrals
to drug treatment?; and

WHEREAS, there are hundreds of overdose prevention centers internationally, with sites in

Australia, Canada, and throughout Europe; and
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WHEREAS, the federal legality of overdose prevention centers is unclear, previously US
federal prosecutors closed a supervised injection site in Philadelphia, however there is now potential for
them to be allowed'®'"; and

WHEREAS, two overdose prevention centers have recently opened in New York without the
backing of the federal government'?; and

WHEREAS, much of the available data comes from the Vancouver and Sydney overdose
prevention centers, in systematic reviews sites were associated with decreased overdose mortality,
improvement in harm reduction behavior, improvement in access to treatment programs, and no
increase in crime or public nuisance in the surrounding areas'®'5; and

WHEREAS, in a preliminary cost-benefit analysis for a San Francisco site, it was estimated
that every dollar spent on centers would lead to over two dollars in savings'®; and

WHEREAS, the concerns about overdose prevention sites may be unfounded like many of
the concerns surrounding the implementation of needle exchange programs; and

WHEREAS, KMA currently supports harm reduction programs, including syringe access and
exchange; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, that KMA educate the public and legislators about the utility of overdose
prevention centers in Kentucky and support the creation of these centers; and be it further

RESOLVED, that KMA will work with all relevant parties so that any legislation establishing

overdose prevention centers will protect from criminalization related to the use of centers.

KMA House of Delegates
August 2022



2022 -5.3

References:

1

2

9

Products - Vital Statistics Rapid Release - Provisional Drug Overdose Data. Published May 5, 2022.
https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/nvss/vsrr/drug-overdose-data.htm

Mattson CL. Trends and Geographic Patterns in Drug and Synthetic Opioid Overdose Deaths — United States, 2013-2019.
MMWR Morb Mortal Wkly Rep. 2021;70. doi:10.15585/mmwr.mm7006a4

HAN Archive - 00438 | Health Alert Network (HAN). Published September 21, 2021.
https://emergency.cdc.gov/han/2020/han00438.asp?ACSTrackingID=USCDC 1026-
DM45245&ACSTrackingLabel=December%202020%20Drug%200verdose%20Updates&deliveryName=USCDC_1026-
DM45245

KY Office of Drug Control Policy 2021 Overdose Fatality Report.

https://odcp.ky.gov/Reports/2021%200verdose%20F atality%20Report%20%28final %29.pdf

O’Donnell JK. Deaths Involving Fentanyl, Fentanyl Analogs, and U-47700 — 10 States, July-December 2016. MMWR Morb
Mortal Wkly Rep. 2017;66. doi:10.15585/mmwr.mm6643e1.

Syringe Exchange Programs - Cabinet for Health and Family Services.
https://chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dph/dehp/hab/Pages/kyseps.aspx

Syringe Services Programs (SSPs) Fact Sheet | CDC. Published July 24, 2019. https://www.cdc.gov/ssp/syringe-services-
programs-factsheet.html

DPA Fact Sheet_Supervised Injection Facilities .pdf.

https://drugpolicy.org/sites/default/files/DPA%20Fact%20Sheet Supervised%20Injection%20Facilities%20(Feb.%202016).p
df

IDPC Briefing Paper - Drug consumption rooms: Evidence and practice. https://idpc.net/publications/2012/06/idpc-briefing-
paper-drug-consumption-rooms-evidence-and-practice

10 Allyn B. U.S. Prosecutors Sue To Stop Nation’s First Supervised Injection Site For Opioids. NPR.

https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2019/02/06/691746907/u-s-prosecutors-sue-to-stop-nation-s-first-supervised-
injection-site. Published February 6, 2019.

" U.S. Justice Dept. Might Allow Safe Injection Sites to Curb Opioid Deaths - Drugs.com MedNews. Drugs.com.

https://www.drugs.com/news/u-s-justice-dept-might-allow-safe-curb-opioid-deaths-103386.html

2 Mann B, Lewis C. New York City allows the nation’s 1st supervised consumption sites for illegal drugs. NPR.

https://www.npr.org/2021/11/30/1054921116/illegal-drug-injection-sites-nyc. Published November 30, 2021.

3 Kennedy MC, Karamouzian M, Kerr T. Public Health and Public Order Outcomes Associated with Supervised Drug

Consumption Facilities: a Systematic Review. Curr HIV/AIDS Rep. 2017;14(5):161-183. doi:10.1007/s11904-017-0363-y

4 Levengood TW, Yoon GH, Davoust MJ, et al. Supervised Injection Facilities as Harm Reduction: A Systematic Review. Am J

Prev Med. 2021;61(5):738-749. doi:10.1016/j.amepre.2021.04.017

15 Potier C, Laprévote V, Dubois-Arber F, Cottencin O, Rolland B. Supervised injection services: What has been demonstrated?

A systematic literature review. Drug and Alcohol Dependence. 2014;145:48-68. doi:10.1016/j.drugalcdep.2014.10.012

8 Irwin A, Jozaghi E, Bluthenthal RN, Kral AH. A Cost-Benefit Analysis of a Potential Supervised Injection Facility in San

Francisco, California, USA. Journal of Drug Issues. 2017;47(2):164-184. doi:10.1177/0022042616679829

KMA House of Delegates
August 2022



