2023-13
RESOLUTION
Subject: Protection of Abortion Training Opportunities in OB/GYN Resident Education

Submitted by: Margo Nelis (University of Kentucky College of Medicine, Northern Kentucky), Armin
Razavi (University of Kentucky College of Medicine, Northern Kentucky)

Referred to: Reference Committee

WHEREAS, as of June 2022, nearly half of U.S. OB/GYN residency programs and
more than 40% of OB/GYN residents are in states that have banned or are likely to ban abortion?; and

WHEREAS, lack of residency training in abortion care threatens to create a workforce
without critical early pregnancy management knowledge and skills?; and

WHEREAS, residents are more likely to provide abortion care, whether elective or
medically indicated, when they have scheduled routine training built into their curriculum?; and

WHEREAS, more than 90% of residency program directors report that training
improved resident competence in abortion and contraception care®; and

WHEREAS, in a study, 16% of OB/GYN residents reported that elective abortion
training was not available in their curriculum?’; and

WHEREAS, there is a strong independent relationship between routine, integrated
training and greater clinical experience for residents’; and

WHEREAS, 24% of US women will have an abortion by age 45°; and

WHEREAS, in 2017, there were 1,587 facilities providing abortion in the United States
and only 3 facilities in KY, representing a large gap in providers in Kentucky®; and

WHEREAS, in Kentucky, 47% of all pregnancies are described as unplanned by
pregnant people themselves, and approximately 270,000 women/people with uteruses live in a
contraceptive desert?; and

WHEREAS, there are no current family planning fellowship training programs in
Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, residents will compromise the future of OB/GYN healthcare and failure
to incorporate abortion training in resident curriculum will lead to a generation of physicians ill
equipped to fulfill their duty to care for patients; and

WHEREAS, research demonstrates how abortion-restrictions hamper physicians'
skills needed to care for patients, particularly in emergent situations, putting patients at higher risk for

complications*; and

WHEREAS, the American College of Obstetrics and Gynecology recognizes the
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increase difficulty in abortion provision and training, including restrictions on public funding of abortion
education and training’; and

WHEREAS, the American College of Obstetrics and Gynecology supports the
education and clinical training in abortion'; and

WHEREAS, the American Medical Association advocates for “availability of abortion
education and clinical exposure to medication and procedural abortion” as well as “supports funding
for institutions that provide clinical training on reproductive health services™; and

WHEREAS, the American Medical Association will “support pathways for medical
students, residents and fellow physicians to receive medication and procedural abortion training at
another location in the event that this training is limited or illegal in a home institution; now, therefore,
be it

RESOLVED, that KMA supports the protection of OB/GYN residents in Kentucky to
have the educational opportunity to learn abortions; and be it further

RESOLVED, that KMA supports limiting restrictions on funding to support abortion

education and training in OB/GYN residency curriculum.
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