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WHEREAS, the racial distribution of the US population as of 2022 is 75.5% White 

only, 13.6% Black only, and 10.9% Other Race; of this population, 19.1% of individuals identify as being 

of Hispanic or Latino origin1; and 

WHEREAS, the US is projected to become a majority-minority nation for the first time 

in 20432; and 

WHEREAS, the racial distribution of Kentucky as of 2022 is 86.9% White only, 8.7% 

Black only, 4.5% Other Race; of this population, 4.3% of individuals identify as being of Hispanic or 

Latino origin1; and 

WHEREAS, in medical texts, the representation of race approximates the distribution 

of race in the general population, but the representation of skin tone does not approximate the 

distribution of skin tones in the general population3; and 

WHEREAS, online resources typically have a greater representation of dark skin 

images than printed texts4; and 

WHEREAS, the skin tones represented in medical textbooks was found to be 74.5% 

light, 21% medium, and 4.5% dark3; and 

WHEREAS, a 2018 study of general medicine texts found that under 5% of images 

included dark skin tones in visual representations of dermatologic findings5; and 

WHEREAS, studies have shown that popular USMLE study materials, such as 

FirstAid and UWorld, have an underrepresentation of SoC images, specifically in dermatologic 

conditions6; and 

WHEREAS, there is an underrepresentation of medium and darker skin tones in 

medical textbooks4; and 

WHEREAS, the lack of representation in dermatology medical education is a major 

concern as numerous diseases have cutaneous manifestations that differ in darker skin tones and thus 

can impact patient presentation and outcomes6; and 

WHEREAS, Black children are more often seen for the diagnosis of Atopic Dermatitis 
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than White children7; and 

WHEREAS, the most common melanoma subtype occurring in Black individuals is 

acral lentiginous melanoma which is diagnosed at a later stage in Blacks compared to non-Hispanic 

whites, resulting in a lower specific survival compared to cutaneous malignant10; and 

WHEREAS, in a 2011 study, 47% of dermatologists and dermatology residents 

reported that their medical training (medical school/residency) was inadequate in training them on skin 

conditions in Black individuals8; and 

WHEREAS, the American Medical Association (AMA) encourages “comprehensive, 

inclusive, and equitable representation of a diverse range of skin tones in all dermatologic and other 

relevant medical educational resources for medical students, physicians, non-physician healthcare 

providers, and patients”9; and 

WHEREAS, the biases that underrepresentation of dark skin tone images create 

ultimately exacerbate disparities in dermatologic outcomes between patient populations with light and 

dark skin tones5; now, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, that KMA encourages and supports expanding representation of darker 

skin tones in medical education, especially in printed texts/textbooks. 
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