Adopted Amended KMA Gun Violence and Firearm Safety Work Group Report to

the 2023 House of Delegates in Lieu of Resolution 33
2023-33

RESOLUTION

Subject: Addressing the Gun Violence Public Health Epidemic Through Education, Advocating
for Evidence-Based Remedies, and Collaboration with Task Forces

Submitted by: Greater Louisville Medical Society

Referred to: Reference Committee

WHEREAS, the prevalence of adult gun ownership in Kentucky is over 50%, placing
Kentucky in the top 15 states with the highest adult gun ownership rates'; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky has the 14 highest rate of gun deaths in the U.S.%; and

WHEREAS, from 2012 to 2021, Kentucky had a 43% and 118% increase in gun
suicide rates and gun death rates, respectively?; and

WHEREAS, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention found that, in Kentucky,
61% of gun deaths were by firearm suicide, with an average of 502 deaths per year?; and

WHEREAS, suicide affects all age groups in Kentucky and is the second leading
cause of death in individuals aged 25 - 343; and

WHEREAS, child access prevention laws*® and extreme risk protection laws®’ are
effective measures in preventing gun-related deaths®, however, Kentucky has no such laws in place®;
and

WHEREAS, in a recent WATE/Emerson College poll of 900 Kentuckian voters, 70.6%
of respondents found Kentucky gun laws “just right” and 17.9% found them “too strict’'?, despite the
increasing gun death rates in Kentucky?; and

WHEREAS, gun violence in the state of Kentucky costs $2,155 per person per year,
which is the 17th highest in the nation?; and

WHEREAS, the Gun Violence Prevention Committee, a task force at the University of
Louisville School of Medicine, has developed objectives to advance gun violence prevention and
promote gun violence awareness in collaboration with state-level organizations such as the Kentucky
Medical Association; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, that KMA amend its Gun Violence policy by addition and deletion as
follows:

‘KMA acknowledges that violence by the use of quns is a public health

epidemic, and supports efforts that:
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e Fund appropriate research at the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention to evaluate the causes and evidence-based remedies of
this epidemic;

e Increase funding for school- and workplace-based mental health

services related to trauma and violence prevention; and
e FEvaluate in concert with law enforcement, educators and social
services, the most appropriate responses to this epidemic. (Res
2018-7, 2018 HOD)”; and be it further
RESOLVED, that KMA advocate for an educational campaign on the public health

crisis of gun violence in concert with educators, local public health departments, and other issue-specific

advocacy groups to educate the Commonwealth of Kentucky and to promote more responsible use and

storage of firearms; and be it further

RESOLVED, that KMA advocates for evidence-based solutions to reduce the impact

of the gun violence epidemic.
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