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WHEREAS, the shortage of physicians in the United States can be related to the expenses of
medical education and medical practice; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky and most other states have physicians with major expenses related to
medical liability; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky continues to lose physicians to states which have malpractice damage
caps; and

WHEREAS, 30 states have some form of malpractice damage caps, such as caps on pain and
suffering, noneconomic damages, and absolute caps; and

WHEREAS, major changes in tort reform in Kentucky will require a change in the state
constitution and a referendum by the people; and

WHEREAS, a national approach to limiting medical liability expenses would be fairer and more
consistent to physicians in all states; and

WHEREAS, the state and national political climate would likely support a more consistent
approach to medical liability expenses: now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, that KMA formally advocate for a national cap on non-economic damages
stemming from medical liability claims and solicit congressional support for such improvement in the

medical practice environment.
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