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RESOLUTION

Subject: Support for Expanded Access to Dental Care for the Comprehensive Health of
Kentuckians

Submitted by: Greater Louisville Medical Society

Referred to: Reference Committee

WHEREAS, oral health problems and/or periodontal disease are strongly associated with
medical health problems that cause severe disease burden in Kentucky, including multiple cancers (oral,’
esophageal,? lung,® pancreatic,* colorectal®®), cardiovascular disease,”® pneumonia,® and pregnancy/birth
complications; and

WHEREAS, the American Medical Association (AMA) acknowledged the importance of oral
health care for overall patient care and opened the door to collaboration with dental organizations such
as the American Dental Association (ADA) in policy D-160.925 from 2023; and

WHEREAS, 27% of Kentucky adults ages 18-64 have lost 6 or more teeth because of tooth
decay, infection, or gum disease; furthermore, there has been no improvement from 2016 to 2020'°; and

WHEREAS, almost half of Kentucky adults in 2020 (43%) had not had a dental visit in the past
year, which is drastically higher than the national average of 35%'%; and

WHEREAS, in 2022, half of Kentuckians with incomes below $50,000 who do not qualify for
Medicaid have not had a dental visit in the past year, compared to 25% of Kentuckians with incomes
above $75,000"" — suggesting that affordability is a barrier to accessing dental care in our state; and

WHEREAS, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Benefit and Payment
Parameters Notice for 2025 newly allows the states to choose to classify routine adult dental health
coverage as an essential health benefit (EHB) in small group and individual marketplace plans'?; and

WHEREAS, 75,000 Kentuckians currently receive coverage from small group and individual
marketplace plans' and could benefit medically from Kentucky’s expansion of EHBs to include routine
adult dental health coverage; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, that KMA advocates for the adoption of policies that improve the accessibility of
dental health care for Kentuckians; and be it further

RESOLVED, that KMA joins the Kentucky Oral Health Coalition in pursuing its mission of

improving the oral health of all Kentuckians.

KMA House of Delegates
August 2024



2024 - 30.2

References

8.

9.

. Mahuli, A. V., Sagar, V., Kumar, A., Mahuli, S. A., & Kujur, A. (2023). A Systematic Review and Meta-Analysis Assessing

the Role of Oral Health as a Risk Factor in Oral Cancer. Cureus, 15(5).

. Chen, H., Nie, S., Zhu, Y., & Lu, M. (2015). Teeth loss, teeth brushing and esophageal carcinoma: a systematic review and

meta-analysis. Scientific reports, 5(1), 15203.

Wang, J., Yang, X., Zou, X., Zhang, Y., Wang, J., & Wang, Y. (2020). Relationship between periodontal disease and lung
cancer: A systematic review and meta-analysis. Journal of Periodontal Research, 55(5), 581-593.

Xu, S., Wang, H. L., Xia, C., Lv, J., & Zhang, G. (2022). Associations Between Poor Oral Hygiene and Risk of Pancreatic
Cancer: A Meta-analysis of Observational Studies. Pancreas, 51(8), 985-994.

Xuan, K., Jha, A. R., Zhao, T., Uy, J. P., & Sun, C. (2021). Is periodontal disease associated with increased risk of colorectal
cancer? A meta-analysis. International Journal of Dental Hygiene, 19(1), 50-61.

Madsen, C. (2021). The role of oral health in gastrointestinal malignancies. Journal of gastrointestinal oncology, 12(Suppl 2),
S311.

Gianos, E., Jackson, E. A, Tejpal, A., Aspry, K., O'Keefe, J., Aggarwal, M.,Jain, A., ltchhaporia, D., Williams, K., Batts, T.
and Allen, K.E. (2021). Oral health and atherosclerotic cardiovascular disease: A review. American journal of preventive
cardiology, 7, 100179.

Hopkins, S., Gajagowni, S., Qadeer, Y., Wang, Z., Virani, S. S., Meurman, J. H., & Krittanawong, C. (2023). Oral health and
cardiovascular disease. The American Journal of Medicine.

Ashford, J. R. (2024). Impaired oral health: a required companion of bacterial aspiration pneumonia. Frontiers in
Rehabilitation Sciences, 5, 1337920.

10. Commonwealth Fund State Scorecard — Kentucky. https://interactives.commonwealthfund.org/2023/state-

scorecard/Kentucky.pdf)

11.America’s Health Rankings, per CDC BRFSS, 2022.

https://www.americashealthrankings.org/explore/measures/dental/KY ?population=dental_visit_75k

12.Wallace, R., Long, M., & Pestaina, K. (2024). Access to Adult Dental Care Gets Renewed Focus in ACA Marketplace

Proposal. https://www kff.org/policy-watch/access-to-adult-dental-care-gets-renewed-focus-in-aca-marketplace-proposal/

13.Kaiser Family Foundation. State Health Facts: Marketplace Enroliment, 2014-2024. https://www kff.org/affordable-care-

act/state-indicator/marketplace-
enrollment/?currentTimeframe=0&sortModel=%7B%22colld%22:%22Location%22,%22s0rt%22:%22asc%22%7D

KMA House of Delegates
August 2024



