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WHEREAS, the definition of child abuse and neglect in the state of Kentucky encompasses 

physical abuse, neglect, sexual abuse/exploitation, emotional abuse, and abandonment3; and   

WHEREAS, in Kentucky, domestic violence, substance abuse, and inadequate housing were 

the leading risk factors in cases of child abuse and neglect5; and 

WHEREAS, the Child Maltreatment report, which is released by the U.S. Department of Health 

& Human Services Children's Bureau, found Kentucky's rate of child abuse victims was 12.3 per 1,000 

children, which is higher than the United States’ rate of 7.7 per 1,000 children in 20224; and  

WHEREAS, the Child Maltreatment report finds that Kentucky has more than doubled the time 

it takes for officials to contact a family or child once a report of child abuse is made since 2018, with 

Kentucky taking 221 hours to respond, compared to the national average of 93 hours4; and  

WHEREAS, the largest age group of victims of child abuse and neglect were under the age of 

1 year old6; and 

WHEREAS, child abuse and neglect are important components of adverse childhood 

experiences, which are known to affect adult physical and mental health adversely in a dose-response 

fashion, including an increased risk for depression, anxiety, and substance use disorder7;now, therefore, 

be it  

RESOLVED, that KMA recognize child abuse and neglect as a public health emergency in the 

Commonwealth; and be it further 

RESOLVED, that KMA engage in educating providers and the public regarding the long-term 

negative effects of child abuse and neglect on its victims; and be it further 

RESOLVED, that KMA advocate for ways to reduce the burden of child abuse and neglect in 

the Commonwealth.  
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