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WHEREAS, alopecia areata is an autoimmune disorder in which the body attacks its hair
follicles, has no cure, and more than 6.8 million people in the United States’; and

WHEREAS, alopecia areata creates a significant psychological impact on individuals,
negatively influencing one’s self-image while also causing financial distress for those diagnosed with this
condition®?; and

WHEREAS, on September 30, 2021, Representative James McGovern of the Commonwealth
of Massachusetts proposed an amendment to title XVl of the Social Security Act to provide coverage for
cranial prosthesis as durable medical equipment under the Medicare program#; and

WHEREAS, cranial prosthesis, such as wigs, were shown to improve the self-esteem and
quality of life for individuals, but the total cost was limited with 23% of individuals receiving insurance
coverage $645,5972; and

WHEREAS, in the state of Massachusetts, cranial prosthesis is covered at a $350 annual
maximum for cancer patients having undergone chemotherapy, but hair loss due to alopecia areata is
covered only on a case-by-case basis®*#; and

WHEREAS, all insurance companies in the state of Minnesota are required to provide
coverage for cranial prosthesis at a $350 annual maximum for hair loss specifically due to alopecia areata;
and

WHEREAS, Kentucky Medicaid does not provide coverage for wigs, including those used for
cranial prosthesis, because they are considered a cosmetic service and not medically necessary*5; and

WHEREAS, most private insurance companies do not pay for cranial prosthetics for alopecia
areata patients but will reimburse for cranial prosthetics for other disease-related hair loss, such as those
caused by chemotherapy’; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, that KMA support the Commonwealth of Kentucky to provide coverage for cranial
prosthesis as durable medical equipment under the Medicare program; and be it further

RESOLVED, that Medicare and private insurance companies expand coverage for cranial

prosthesis at a $350 annual maximum for hair loss due to alopecia areata.
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