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Referred to: Reference Committee

WHEREAS, motor vehicle crashes remain a leading cause of death and injury for children in
the United States; and

WHEREAS, properly installed and federally approved car seats reduce the risk of injury and
death by up to 71% for infants and 54% for toddlers; and

WHEREAS, counterfeit car seats, often sold online through third-party marketplaces, do not
meet federal safety standards set by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA); and

WHEREAS, counterfeit car seats may visually resemble legitimate products but frequently lack
key safety features such as proper harness systems, energy-absorbing foam, and secure installation
mechanisms; and

WHEREAS, these counterfeit products often enter the market without regulation, are difficult
to detect by the average consumer, and can fail catastrophically in a crash; and

WHEREAS, pediatricians and other healthcare providers are often trusted sources of safety
information for families and can play a key role in identifying and reporting counterfeit car seats; and

WHEREAS, current public awareness campaigns on car seat safety do not adequately address
the growing prevalence and dangers of counterfeit car seats; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, that KMA recognize the threat posed by counterfeit car seats to child passenger
safety and public health; and be it further

RESOLVED, that KMA support public education efforts to raise awareness about counterfeit
car seats, including how to identify them and where to purchase safe, National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration (NHTSA) compliant car seats; and be it further

RESOLVED, that KMA advocate for policies that require greater oversight of online
marketplaces to prevent the sale of counterfeit car seats and promote enforcement of federal safety
standards; and be it further

RESOLVED, that KMA advocate for the placement of visible disclaimers or safety alerts on
online retail platforms warning consumers about the risks of counterfeit car seats and directing them to

certified vendors; and be it further
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RESOLVED, that KMA encourage car seat manufacturers to provide and publicize tools for
consumers to verify the authenticity of their products (e.g., serial number lookups or QR codes); and be it
further

RESOLVED, that KMA encourage its members, especially pediatricians and family physicians,
to counsel families on proper car seat use and how to avoid counterfeit products; and be it further

RESOLVED, that KMA collaborate with the Kentucky Office of Highway Safety, local health
departments, and child passenger safety coalitions to develop and disseminate public awareness
campaigns on counterfeit car seats; and be it further

RESOLVED, that KMA support increased funding and training opportunities for child
passenger safety technicians (CPSTs) in Kentucky, especially in underserved areas, to aid families in
proper car seat use and detection of counterfeit products; and be it further

RESOLVED, that KMA support funding mechanisms—through public grants, private
partnerships, or legislative advocacy—to ensure that clinics, hospitals, and child passenger safety
technicians (CPSTs) have access to safe, National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA)
approved car seats for distribution to families in need, particularly when a counterfeit or expired seat has
been identified; and be it further

RESOLVED, that KMA advocate for state-level budget appropriations or child safety grant

programs to expand access to low- or no-cost car seats for eligible families across Kentucky.
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