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WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Kentucky has a maternal mortality rate of 34.6 per 100,000
births', while the national average is 23.2 per 100,000 births'; and

WHEREAS, over 70 of the 120 counties in Kentucky do not have a practicing obstetrician?,
rural counties are specifically, facing substantial barriers in accessing obstetric care due to provider
shortage and hospital closures?; and

WHEREAS, Medicaid covers nearly half of births in rural communities in Kentucky?, yet, low
Medicaid reimbursements are a key driving force in nearly 20% of Kentucky’s rural inpatient hospitals that
are at risk for closure*; and

WHEREAS, increases in Medicaid reimbursement rates for obstetricians have increased
providers' willingness to accept pregnant women with Medicaid in other states such as California®; now,
therefore, be it

RESOLVED, that KMA advocate to the General Assembly for increasing Medicaid
reimbursement of obstetric care in rural communities, to increase the number of obstetric providers in rural

Kentucky in support of favorable maternal health outcomes.
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